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E xoD. Iv. 24, 25, 26. 


(3 i. 


Audi it *came to paſs by the way mn the Im, that the Lord 
met him, and” fought to kill-bim. 
And Zipporah took a ſharp ſtone, and cut off the fore-5kin - 
of ker Son, and caſt it at his feet and ſaid, Sarely a 
bloody busband art thou to me. | 
Ss. he let him go. Then (or as the vulgar Latin, ber- 
ter, When) The ſaid a bloody busband thou art, becauſe 


of the Circumciſion. 


Ofes was now in a Journey, tinderraken with 
© great Reluctancy in: abfolure Obedience 
VA to God's repeated Commands : He made 
what thi he conld from rhe unwelcome Empl 


ment. Firft, on the Feople's part, he pleaded char 
| Az they 


_ | E be Danger of » 


they would not 5 him ; then on his own part, 
that he' was. not qualified and when he'was an- 
fwered in both, he fell from pleading ro down- 
right begging 3 Then was the Lord's anger _— a- 


ie, he 'obeyerh the'ſecond Command, and: 

the way in his lodging (for Inns properly 'ſo called, 

there were none in thole Days) by ſome prxter- 
nacural Diſeale, whigh, ipake the immediate_hand 
of God hefeh intoimminthe Dangerief Dekth, and 
(by what Revelation we know not) the neglect of 
Circumciſing his new-born Son, appeared to be the 
provocation : Bur the Diſeale which puniſhed the 
neglect, now hiriders the performance ;-'and he muſt 


i him. / Now therefore, withour dehay or- 


have. periſhed, had nor his Wite with a ſharp, Knife 


(for the word in the Hebrew is the ſame. in  JojÞua 
2.2. where it is {o tranſlated) ſhe. circumciſed the 
Child: And as the fore skin. and blood fel} at his 
feer, ſhe uttered thoſe words which our Learned 
Mede probably believed to have been the Ticual Form 
in. that Ceremony. For the word 197 dath nor ſig- 
nify a Husband, but a Spoule not yet jnarried, and 
was often uſed for the neareſt Allied : and in this 
Ofhce.might, be , uſed by the Circumciler, to the 
Child, pronouncing him Circumciſed,,. and jby the 
Hood. of Circumciſion  betrathed to the Coyentn: : 
And this Opinion giveth a' fair Account. of the 


26 Sr not otherwile eaſi]y proved worth,mention. 
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en 


-:S0. the ſunans of:thei Story isthis, Moſes had not 
circetnciſed-his:Son;at'theitime- preſcribed by the 
Law, which appointed the $th.. day. upon pain of 
death; :he was about to ſuffer: death. as a. punith- 
ment: of:'Thar negle&:; bur! eſcaped: by-ihis Wile's 
cate'in:Performing what he had Neglected. , 

' i Flisnegledt of: Moſes, we may take as a Foil to 
Multrare: thatiexact obedience of our Lord, which 
wethisday commemorate. Moſes was the Mediator 
ef. Covenant whereof Circumciſion was the Seal ; 
our; Eordywas Mediator of a Covenant, whereby 
ic'was-aboliſhed';::yet 'did he ſubmit to it : and not 
only to: Circumciſion; 'which was-commanded, but 
to Baptiſm t00-which, withaut any command, was 
practiſed by ſuch as profeſſed ſingular perfe&tion. 
For we.read';; Matth. 3. 1.3. Jeſus came from Galilee to 
Jordan unto: John to be baptized of him, but John forbad 
him, ſaying, 1 have need to be baptized of Thee, and comeſt 
thou'to me ? and Jeſus: anſwering ſaid unto him , ſuffer it to 
be ſo now, for thus'it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs, 
then he [ſuffered . bim,-i. e. it is not neceſlary, indeed, 
bur. ic becometh me, to fulfil, 1.e. ro be pertect in All 
Righteouſneſs, 1. e. in what-ever is excellent. 

i: Thus far the Letter : but the Collect for this day 
allureth- us ,/ that' we do not thus ſolemnly cele- 
brate the naked Hiſtory, but the Myſtery therein 
contained ; which we find thus diſplayed, Col. 2. 1 0. 


Te are complete. in him which 1s the head of all principality 
and 
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and power, in Fro aljo. ye ave civelantiſed with the cincum- 
ciſion made without hands, "in putting :off the bady o the ſoes 
of the fleſh, by the circumcifin of Chreft. 

Godlineſs is foadxquatelytheendot all our Land's 
actions, that not only his Moral, but ever his Ritual 
Performances are thereto rofaived, Yea; nat his Q- 
bedience only, but his Sufferings and Exakation, 
his Death, Burial and Reſurreftian are made Ene 
gagements, Encouragements, and Emblems of it. 
For- ſo the Apoſtle-goeth on, Buried with bim in bap- 
tiſm, wherein alſo ye are riſen with, bim through the faith 
of the operation. of God, who. raifed bim from the dead. And 
your being deadin your fms and the uncircumcifion of your fleſle, 
—_— quickned bogether with hin \ _ rms Jos al 
treſpaſſes. | 

{EA is this the only Text wherein we find the As 
poſtte ar this holy Chymittyy, ciſtilling the Spirtc out 
af the Letter. 

This, this is truly to-apply. Chriſt 'co our ſelves. 
Thus doth ous Church teach:us to: commemorate 
our Lor&'s Circumcilien, praying that:God would - 
grant us the true circumciſion of the ſpirit. . Whereof 
to ſhew the Necefiiy, and the Danger of delaying - 
it, I have chought it proper to view Adſes's cale, 'and 
apply i it, to OUT OWN In his Sin and his. Danger: 

H1s S1N was his delaying the Circumciſioa of - 
his Son beyond the time preſcribed by the Law. 
That this proceeded not.from any comphiance with | 


his. 
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ts his Wiſe pray van Father (as ſome imagin) appeareth 
from this, that - Hidian' was one of the Sons of 
Abraham, by Ketwrah ,. and all Nations that came 
outiof.. his Leias:celebraced circunaciſioa ; nor did 
Habomet leap. is of -lis-;Jew,, but derive it from 
ba Anceſtors. --, Beſides; i we hear ' of another Son 
, Moſes; Gerſom,, whom, we therefore muſt bes 
lieve. LO. have þeen.duly. circumciſed, becauſe we 
nothing: fe. he gpatraryy!. Id: was not therefore 
his geglect. of ithe:Law,: buucht: Time ,- which he 
delayed, not outi of Contempt,.: bit upon plauſible 
He, was. a;Joiuney upon God's Errand, 
hjs. Son fs newly. bora as.not'to be able to undergo 
\uch .an-gperation,, -aad then fuch.a jotrney. ' Such 
at. excuſe God himiclf afcerward approved in the 
whole people, whorwere all Uncircumciſed and 
Blamelg(s, during journey of 40 Years, as appears, 
Joſe v- | Lfay. —_ Maſe had Then God” _—_ 
bation,:bur he might Thert well judge That a com- 
petent, excuſe; which, God, in the like cafe, admic- 
ted foriluch.. : And that this was Moſes's ak we 
may judge by his leaving bis Wife and Child, co ftay 
$1 they might ;rerurti..co her Father ; of whom we 
read, the 18th, Chapter, that he —_ thetn to 
Miſesringhe Wilderneſs. ; 
$0 the-proper-weipht of Mofes's quilt ſeemeth to 
be this, That he xook his Wile and Child with him, 
and. 6 choreby calt biaaſelf-meo ſuch circumſtances, as 
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journey were ended; and'the Law rranfprefſed, And 
what is ſuch an Ercour-in'compariſen'of/ our?" 

The Goſpel maketh-the tirerracifiviv of the !Bſciyr 
no leſs. neceſlary, thaw che Baw made thar'6f the 
Foreskin. 'That allowed 8-dayvteſpite, but: PFhis, by 
fixing no Future day., maketh every diy'of- Delay's 
day of Diſobedience. God! bebleſſ6d,:chere'ar&nor 
many who denythe ditty*ts'beH6caapy;"biit tg 
many 'who hope they may ately" delay #2 And 
thoſe hopes they build-upoii'the uakappy Tranflati- 
on of the Greek word, which importeth- 4 Chae! 


for the future, into a Latin-one which/fignifieth-ons 


ly A. Sorrow for what is paſt. For chenite-iiferi raſh 
ly,. if norwilfully, :infer that:the Goſpel promifeth 
pardon to every one that repenteth; aThar ma p 
be done at any-time;- but never qnore-ſeafonably* 
than in-the laſt-ſcene of :lifeþ when. they (hall have. 
nothing elſe. to do.; | And:whitisvhis butia defiance 
to. the: Apoſtle's. caution ,”»which the laſt time that” 
L appeared in this place, we heard him givethe Ga- 
latians in theſe words, Bei nor deceived, God is not inack< 
ed, for what a man ſoweth, that ſhall bt'alſo reap. * 15 * 
. I ſhall now.repeat. nov more of! what Þthen ſaid; 
but this; That God hath eſtablifliedthe ime 'Rulle- 
for the other life, as for this ; ''Thar/the Harveſt ſhall 
anſwer the Seed in Kind, yet {o as to- multiply it ; 
bur at ſome diſtance of time; For there is-6ne time: 
to 
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to ſow, and another time to reap ; and in this\ſpiri- 
cual husbandry the earlieſt ſeaſon is alway the beſt : 
for Two great Reaſons. Firſt, Becauſe delay multiplieth 
Difficulties, and, Secondly, Becauſe it multiplieth Dan- 

ers, 

, 1. Ic nultipliech Difficulties, becauſe by repeated 
Acts, the Habits will grow to a ſecond Nature, 
for ſo the Prophet declareth as little hope chat thoſe 
ovho, are- accuſtomed to do evil, ſhould learn to do well, 
as there-is that a Black-a-moor ſhould change bis skin, or 
a: Leopard his ſpots. And as Difficulcies encreale, ſo 
do the Helps decay. The Light of Conſcience, the 
Word preached, and the Grace of God, by frequent 
baffles, loſe their power, and in time grieving the 
Spirit, cometh to quenching the Spirit. 

It is a dreadful Conſideration, That the day of 
Grace is ſhorter than the day of Life ; that there is 
a meaſure of iniquity, beyond which God's Spirit will 
not ſtrive with man, but leave the Reprobate to his 
own ways, wherein he muſt certainly periſh. This 
is lively fet forth in the latter half of the firſt Chap- 
ter of the Proverbs of Solomon , wherein Wiſdom is 
perſonated, firſt, Wooing, then Threatning, and at laſt 
Deſerting, the obſtinate, and therefore,periſhing fool. 
This brought us to the Frontier of the other Argu- 
ment againſt Delay, ic multiplieth Dangers ; which ic 
is my preſent buſineſs to ſurvey, taking our view 
from Moſes's Caſe. 


B I. God 


3 The Danger of 
I. God ſought not to ſlay Mofes in the field, but 


in his lodgings ; but we are not ſure we ſhall die in 
our Beds. 
II. Hoſes knew his danger, but we know not 


when our diſeaſe is mortal. 
I. When Mofes was diſabled, his Wife ated his 


part ; butif our diſeaſe diſable us from Repentance, 


we cannot do it by Proxy. 
IV. As ſoon as the: Child was circumciſed, the. 


deſtroying Angel left Moſes in ſafety ; but we have.- 
no certainty that God will pardon us in conſiderati- 
on of a Death-bed Repentance. 


I. Tx firſt danger is, That we may not die in 
our Bed, and thereby have opportunity to repent. 
What, is there no other way to the Grave, but. 
from the Bed ? Or haſt thou any Revelation ,- thar . 
however many-other ways there be, and however 
many other men pals thoſe other ways, yet thou - 
haſt a particular protection againſt them 2 Whar 
creature ſo Mean or ſo Weak, as not to be able to. 
deſtroy the. Wiſeſt and the Mightieſt man ? Ynacre- 
on's Wit could not deliver him from a Grapeſtone ; 
nor Pope Atrian's triple Crown , from a Fly ; nor 
Herod's joint Wit and Power, from Worms. Zeuxis 
was ſtrangled with a fit of Laughter, and many by a 
fit of Grief: Wine engageth one Van in a Quarrel, 
another in a Feyer, a third in a Ditch, and others in 
| other 
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other deſtruftive Accidents. How many every Year 


fall by ſome violent Death ? And what Year more 
fruictul chan this in Apoplexies, which have knock- 


ed down, one in the Court where Laws are Made, 
another in Thar where they are Executed ; one as 


he is about to ſleep, another when he is about to eat. 
Sudden Deaths are almoſt daily of thole who de- 
pended upon Death-bed-Repentance, with as much 
confidence as any of us, who lurvive, perhaps to be 
made the like warnings to others. 

' From this ſlippery ſtation let us view the fall. 

In play, we allow men to hazard fo much as they 
may reaſonably ſpend upon one pleaſure ; but thoſe 
who put their whole Livelyhood to the Mercy of a 
Die, are Blamed though they prove Fortunate, and 
Scorned if they be Ruined. Yet have they as much 
Hope of Gain as Danger of Loſs : But the Impe- 
nitent ftaketh eternal Life againſt a Luſt, a Brutiſh 
Pleafure, which is oyerpurchaſed at the much great- 
er Loſs of that, which a vertuous man enjoys. 

If it be pleaded, that there is great odds. againſt 
this danger, becauſe thoſe who die in their Beds are 
many more than thoſe who die otherwiſe; ' we 
ought to reply, that a man ought .not to ſtake his 
All againſt Nothing, though there were but one 
bad Chance in the Dice. And we are further to 
confider, that if we were ſecure irom this, yet there 


are other dangers, For, | | 
B 2 Il. A 
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II. A-ſecond Danger is, that if we die in our 
Beds, we cannot Know, and are loth to Believe, 
that we muſt die by This Diſeaſe. For, on the con- 
trary, all our worldly Friends.and ſpiritual Enemies 
combine with our own Self-love to flatter uss The 
Phyſicians, by their A#t, are obliged to fortifie their 
Patients Spirits, the better (if poſſible) to refiſt the 
Diſeaſe ; and by the ſame rules, all-that come near 
him, muſt ſpeak Comfort, or Nothing concerning 
his Condition. So fondnels for his eaſe tempts him 
to continue his Inyeterate Practice of diſmiſſing his 
Repentance to a more convenient ſeaſon. Yea, lo 
powerful is this fondneſs, that it infatuateth; thoſe 
who have no hopes either to Eſcape their preſent 
ſickneſs, ;or to Continue. any conliderable time in.ir. 
The Conſumption which hath deyoured all the in- 
ward and*outward Fleſh, hath not conſumed this 
Humour : And in-old men, this Diſeaſe is no leſs 
incurable than the natural Infirmities of Age. No 
man (faith Seneca) 1s ſo old ut impie alterum diem ſpe- 
ret; he may well hope-to live ſame days longer, 
- and one of thoſe days he will do the Work : buc 
for the prelent he cries with Solomon's Sluggard, yet a 
little fleep, a little ſlumber, a little folding of the hands -to 
ſleep, and death cometh upon the one, as want up- 
on the other, like a Traveller not Expected, and an 
armed man not to be Reſiſted. For the Bed cometh 

- within 
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within that Petition in our Litany, from ſudden death, 
200d Lord, deliver us; the Death that urprifeth us 
unprepared, is ſudien in whatever circumiltances it. 
ſeizech us, whether in Bed, or Field. 

Nor can it now be pleaded as betore, Thar the 
odds is great in fayour of the [mpeniceart ; for the 
odds is come over to the other tide. In the midtt- 
of Doctors, and Nurſes, and Languors, this is no: 
leſs properly a ſudden Death, than that which ſtrikes 
with Lightning. Yea, nor can it be denied to be in 
a fatal lenſe Sudden, though Expefted : For though 
the. man know himſelf dying, yet 


lf. A third Danger is, that the ſame Diſeaſe 
which muſt ſhortly deprive the Man of Lite, hath 


, already deprived him of all Power, to do that which 


too late appeareth both Neceſſary and Impoſſible. 

Moſes had a Zipporah to. help him, but this ſpi- 
ritual Circumciſion cannot be performed by Proxy, 
nor-ſo eafily as the fleſhly. There are indeed, that 
talk as if it were much eaſter. It is no more bur be 
Sorry and Abſolved. The former, Nature will per- 
form ; and the latter, the Priet: and the Death» 
ved is the moſt proper Seaſon for both. He chat | 
can do nothing elſe, can grieve jor what is paſt, nor 
can that-more Naturally. or more Paſſionately be 
done, than at ſight of approaching Judgment. Body 
and Mind are beſt diſpoſed for this performance, 

when 
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when dilabled from all others. When old age ſha]! 
ſtoop my back, then will my head naturally hang 
like a Bulruſh; when my head ſhall be full of Rheu- 
matick Clouds, then will my Eyes eafily rain plen- 
tiful ſhowers of Tears ; when my Palate'can no 
longer reliſh Wine or Banquets, nor any other 
parts of my Body feel pleaſure; - then will ir be eaſy 
ro be ſick at remembrance of my furfeits. - Or if 1 
die by an acute Dilcaſe, the pain will force me to 
bowl upon my Bed. 

But alas! What is all this to ſaving Repentance 2 
The Pſalmiſt promiſeth that they which ſow in tears, 
ſhall reap in joy ; and immediately explaineth ir, he 
that now goeth on his way weeping, and beareth forth g00d 
ſeed, ſrl ſhortly return with joy, and bring his ſheaves 
with him. Ic is the good ſeed, not the ſhowers wirh- 
out it, that produce the ſheaves : he that ſowerh 
nothing but Rain, cannot hope to reap any thing 
but Dirr. 

This Spiritual Circumcifion's not like the Fleſhly, 
one ſhort a&, bur a conſtant courſe of life, not 
performed by a few drops, though of blood. Ir is 
no leſs than a Death unto Sm; bur it is-more, a 
Reſurretim to Newneſs of Life. "Old habits are not. 
eaſily deſtroyed, yetmulſt this be done, and:that by 
new habits of contrary Vertues ; the one and the'©- 
ther are works of time and conftant induftry, they 
require the beſt of a man's powers, and theaſſitance 
of greater. We 
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We cannot be too frequently admoniſhed, that 
this is the great defign of the Goſpel, that all our 
Lords Aions and Sermons, Precepts and Promi- 
ſes, Death and Reſurrection relate to this, as Encon- 
ragements and as Emblems, and muſt be anſwered 
by the Duties they repreſent. His Birth, by ons 
Regeneration; his Circumciſion by our putting off the 
ſins of the fleſh; his Death, by our mortilying our »id 
man ; his Baptiſm and Burial, by our ſpiricual vurying 
deep our mortified Luſts ; and his R2/urretion, by 
our New and better Life. 

Let the malicious take notice, I deny not; wich 
the Socinians,, That Chriſt died to purchaſe Pardon 
for penitent ſinners : but I deny, and all the Apo- 
Rles deny it with me, That any ſhall have benefic- 
of his Purchace without participation of his Holt 
neſs. Yea, I may further add, That the Apoſtles 
are more frequent in declaring that he redeemed 
ns from the Dominion of ſin,: than from its wages. 
And our Church Catechiſm teacherh us; that by 
Baptiſm is ſignified a death to fin, and a new birth to 
riohteouſneſs, whereby we are made members of Chriſt : 
and this ſure, is no eaſy or ſhort. Work, nor wrought - 
in a ſmall or buly Time. 

Ic requireth a Chamber, but a Council-Chamber, 
not a fick man's. The Pſalmilt prefſeth it with a 
Selah, Pſal. 4. 6: Stand im awe and ſin nit, commune with 
y0ur own hearts, and in your Chamber, and be ſtill. Seixin, 

Here 
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Here is -2 weighty Afair ro be {etled, a long Ac- 
count to be ſtated, and a ſteddy Cotrle to be ſta- 
bliſhed. To this end, a ſolemn Conference to be 
held, all Parties heard, all Objections debated, all 
Pleas fully heard, chac final Sentence may be given 
between God and Sin : Let therefore the Rabbie 
be excluded, all Noiſe ſuppreſt, all Diiturbances 
prevented. 

And can no privater Chamber be had than the 
ſick man's.? No other wherein to be ſ#://, but 
chat which of all other is moſt trqubleſome # 

How many Diſeaſes are there, that make any 
Conſult impracticable 2 The Fever by 'its Fires ; 
the Lethargy by its Waters, the Colick by its 
Gripes, and moſt other Diſeales by their proper 
Torrents, give the -Patient bulinels enough'to em- 
ploy his whole mind, and if he can bear them, he 
doth all that is poſſible for humane nature. 

And thoſe Diſeaſes which do not utterly diſable 
the mind, do certainly diſorder it ; If they do nor 
make the Conlulr utterly Impoſſible, yer they make 
it more Difficult than in the day of Health, when 
all Faculties are free, and all Powers entire, yer ſhun 
the work as too hard to be undergone. 

-Let us now ſuppoſe the man ſo happy, as to-en- 
joy the concurle of all the circumſtances of Death, 
which without warrant he promiſed himſelf. He 
dieth not a violent Death, bur in his Bed. He is not 

| _ deluded 
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deluded with-vain hopes, but: knoweth his Diteaſe 
tro be mortal ; -It is not a diſabling. Diſeaſe, bur a 
gentle, lingering one, which alloweth him full ex- 
erciſe of his faculties ; and he employeth chem all 
in the work which through the whole courſe of his 
life he cut out for. this time. He is upon due conſhi- 
deration io ſenſible of his paſt ;Follies and preſent | 
Danger, as to be firmly _ that if God be 
pleaſed to grant him longef lite, he will make it a 
new one, no leſs induſtrious in his ſervice than he 
hath formerly been in that of his lufts. 

Theſe are the weak and dying Man's Reſolu- 
tions ; And whether they be not weak and dy- 
ing like  himſelf,;.at another time may be .que- 
ſtioned. - General Experience telleth us, that the 
Reſolution.which ,is . brought -by fear, departeth 
with it, and the former Life returneth wich- the 
healch of the ſinner. Bur this Danger, ſince it 
hath no place. in my Text, ſhall have none in 


my. Diſcowſe : but I paſs: by it co. 


IV. The Jef, but not feaſt Danger is, that 
Ged will not pardon the impenitent upon his 
late Repenrance, as he did Moſes upon the late 
performance.of his negle&ed Duty. 

What -hope there is for a "wicked Man's re- 
penting upon his Death-bed, is 'a queſtion more 
C diſputeable 
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iſp ureable and more worth diſputing, than'any, 
yea, than all of thoſe, wherein we weary'our: ſelves, 
and think them moſt Learned, that can fpeakmoſt 
of them to no purpole. Let mae admoniſh. and 
requeſt you to be ſo: kind ro: your- ſelves, as: ro 
allow ſome ferious thoughts to this moſt i Impor- 

' tant Queſtion which you cannot 'ftudy in vain ; 
and do not raſhly rake every thing for Orchodox 
that is 'Vulgar. _ 

The Queftion is not concerming God' 0 Gm 
but his declared Will : not how for reaſons 'to him» 
jelf alone known, he will deal with ſome parti. 
culars. For who dares pretend to ſuch know 
ledge? - Our bufmels is to: enquire 'for \God's de- 
clared 'Will, and. that ordinary Rate whereby the 
profelieth to. judge- the. World. - Search rhin'the 
Scriptures, for m them ye hope and muſt hope to find 
the way to eternallife clearly! revealed. Search them, 
and if -in: them | you 'find any one word, I ſay 
not of poſitive Promiſe, ., bur: of probable Inti- 
mation, that God will accept of a Death-bed Re- 
pentance in commutation for a Holy Life; -then you 
may boldly depend: upon it: But if on the con- 
trary you meet in every page of the New Te- 
ſtament exprels- and frequent Declarations, in all 
kinds of tiles, that there is no-other way to Hap- 
_ but by Holineſs 3 ; that our Lord's Deſign 

in 
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in coming-into the "World. was: to deſtroy the works 
of the Devil, and at his ſecond coming he will 
render to every one according to iis works ; then, to 
depend: upon .any extraordinary: Favour againſt his 
ftabliſhed. Rule, cannot be: the. practice of any 
wile” or conſidering Perſon. "This. is a queſtion 
of Fact, your Bibles are Witneſles, your care muft 
be to examin them. | 
' And' when you do, you muſt not hope to find 
equal. Weight. in your own Deductions, and in 
clear Poſitions ; nor equal Security in your own 
Apprehenlions of God's good. Nature, and his own 
profeſſed way of exerciling it. 
' Indeed thoſe hopes whereon men build ſo great 
a weight, are ſo weak that: they are eaſily over- 
thrown, 'and ſo few that they are ealtly reckon- 
ed 'uP. ' | 

1. Some depend -upon: God's natural Goodneſs, 
which we gladly acknowledge to: be. Infinite : 
Otherwiſe, we ſhould not have Pardon offered 
upon ſuch ealy Conditions, nor ſuch Rewards 
promiſed to ſuch flight Services, nor ſuch Pati- 
ence exerciſed amid{t ſo many Provocatians : 
Bur what hopes belong to the impenitenr from 
this Goodneſs, the Apoſtle -proclaimeth. alond, 
Rom. 2. 4. *&laGerrs; Afronteſt thou the riches of his 
Goodneſs, and Forbearance, and Long-ſuffering, not know- 
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ing that the Goodneſs of . God leadeth thee. ito repentance ? 
But after thy hardneſs and impenitent heart, treaſureſt 
up unto thy ſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath and.re- 
velation of the righteous judgment-of God, who will render 
to every man according to his works ? Go now, and 
make the Goodneſs of God thy pedeſtal for im- 
penitence. 

2. Some preſume upon the Parable: of the La- 
bourers. He that came not till the laſt-hour, ſped 
as well as: thoſe that bore the: burden. and heat 
of the day. But conſider, that when he was.in- 
terrogated- why. he ſtood all day idle ; he anſwered, 
becauſe no man hath hired me : Canſt chou return the 
ſame Anſwer to the ſame Queſtion?.. Wert thou 
never -invited- to- Repentance ? However, I now 
invite thee, and thereby adjourn. thee from this 
Parable, to the more pertinent one of the ten Vir- 
gins, whereof five were wiſe, and five were- fooliſh : yet 
not. {o. fooliſh neither, as to-ſeek-. to, ſupply their 
want of oil, with-water, though drawn from theis 
own eyes. 

: But-the- main ground of hope is the hen Cons 
verſion. of the good-- Thief: which being a ſwagle 
Example againit -a- ſtabliſh'd- Rule, muſt bean 
exact Tally, to-our caſe in all material. Circum» 
fances ; but fails in- many, eſpecially. two- moſt 


confi derable; the Perſon andthe. Performance. 
t.. The. 
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- 3. The PEtRSon 1s precariouſlly taken for a 
wicked Man. I ſay Precariouſly, for we have no evi- 
dence of it. The Law made not the Croſs a pus 
niſhmeat fos Theft; the word in the Greek ſignifierh. 
no worle than a Soldier : that there had been a Sedi- 
tion, we find, and way probably believe theſe two 
to, have been of Barabbas's Party ; To fight for the 
holy People againſt the Heathen, was reckoned by 
the Jews, not only Innocent but Meritorious, and 
ſo the Man was not a Thief, but (perhaps) a Zealct : 
and though he confeſled he ſuffered juſtly, in relati- 
on to the Government; yet his Zeal and good [n- 
tentions qualified him. for mercy , eſpecially from a 
gracious Fellow-{ufferer. At worſt, if his Crime 
were great, yet will not This prove hinva wicked. 
Man. A good Man may fall into one great Fault, 
be taken in it, and die for-it. That this therefore 
was a wicked "Man, where is your Evidence ? It 
you have none, where. is--your Confidence 2 


2. The PERFORMANCE was Extraordinary: 
When all our Lord's Diſciples and his very Apoſtles 
had forſaken him , when: all chat paſled by reviled 
him, When his Fellow-lufferer mocked him, when 
he was covered: with ſhame and hatred. of all the 
World, when in all Appearances and his own Ap- 
prehenſions he was forſaken by his Father himlſelt ; 

then 
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then Cid chis happy Man, in deflancs of all 'Diſ 


couragements, plead his Cauſe, and pay him his 
Devotions. And ſuch heroical Performances may, 
by a Gracious God, be accepted as Equivalent to 
2 whole Lite of Piety. 

Here then is the Ground and Meaſure of the 
hopes that an Impenitent may depend on from this 
Example. If he can match the good TFhiet's Per- 
formance, he may expect the like Acceptation. But 
let him take this into the account, The Devils and 
damned Souls have the ſame title, even in Hell : 
When any one of them can ſo love God as the Goſpel 
requireth, he may obtain Eternal Life : Upon the 
ſame account, there is juſt ſo much hope of Salvatis 
on by a Death-bed- -Repentance, as there is of ſuch a 
Love. And how much that hope may amount to, 
is our great Conſideration. 

Either the man 1s ſenſible of his Danger, or he is 
not. He that is not, muſt die in his Impenitence. 
He that is ſenſible, muſt needs be tempted to hate 
God, as the Malefactour doth his Judge. For this 
reaſon hath he alway wiſhed there were no God, 
whom in- his own Defence, were it poſlible, he 
would deprive of his Being. However, he hath by 
all means endeavoured to deſtroy his own Senſe of 
him. He- hath laboured to Drown it in ftrong 
Drink, to Stifle it with worldly Care, or to Starve 


it 
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it by any kind of Diverſion. He hath alway ſhun- 
ned the Fear of God, and it hath alway Purſued 
him, and now at laſt it hath Overtaken him, it Ter» 
rifeth, it Tormenteth him, it Amazeth him. 

What now can be expeCted, bur the Reverſe of 
St. John's Aphorilm, Love when it is perfeed caſteth 
out fear, becauſe fear hath torment : the requital muſt 
be, that Fear when it is perfeted caſteth out Love ;_ 
and when is Fear perfe&ted more than at the brink 
of Hell, when its Fires flaſh in the guilty Man's 
face ? 

Let us now give the dying Man a viſit, the firſt 
time (probably) wherein a Miniſter is welcome. Ic 
is no hard work to convince him of his paſt Follies 
at ſight of his preſent Danger : nor to rouze him to 
earneſt Reſolutions to Amend his life it it may be 
Prolonged : Himfelf believeth his Reſolutions to be 
unmoveable, and the Miniſter, in Charicy, belie- 
veth ſo too. But is this more than the Rich man in 
Hell-Torments might equal? He that prayed to 


| have ſome Meflenger ſent tro warn his Brethren, 


would he not gladly have had the commiſſion ? 
and would he not have taken that warning co hims- 
felf, that he: was to carry to others? Such good Re- 
folutions then, may poſſibly be found in Hell ; anj 
if they cannot deliver out of Hell, there is ſmall 


hope that they can ſave any from it. | 
| However, 
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However , Charity obligeth the Miniſter to give 
him ſomequieting drops of Spiritual Laudanum, which 
may (perhaps) give him ſome preſent eaſe, bur can 
no more ſave his Soul, than the beſt Opiate can cure 
a Body whoſe Vitals are conſumed : Nor can they 
jive any-other than ſickly reſt while the Diſeale di- 
{turbs it. I appeal to your own hearts, whether, at 
ſuch a time, you can hope to be ſo confident of 
' your own Reſolutions and God's Pardon, as to 
have no Fears of Condemnation, and conſequently 
no Wijhes, that there may be no God to judge you : 
For if there be, Love will be thereby deſtroyed, 
ſince every ſuch Wiſh is an Act of Hate, and' that a 
Mortal one; for he that wiſheth ir, doth his moſt 
towards taking away God's Being, and were it in 
his power, would effe&t ic. Oa the other fide, :no- 
thing is plainer, either in Scripture or Reaſon, than 
this, that nothing leſs than the Love of' God can 
make a Man capable of enjoying him. 

It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary, that the Mi- 
niſter apply all his Endeavours ſo to diſplay the 
Goodneſs and other Perfe&tions of Cod , as to en- 
amour the guilty and now terrified Soul, with 
ſuch powerful Love, as ro make him Rejoice in 
him, and not. retain the leaſt Wiſh to have him 
other than he is. And if he can, by the Afiſtance 
of God's Bleſſing upon his Endeavours, effect this, he 


works 
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works a great Miracle ; he kindles the flame of Hea- 
venly. Love from the flaſhes of Hell-Fire ; makes a 
Burning-Glaſs of Ice; enamours the Malefa&tour of 
his Judge ; and ſuch a miraculous Converſion may 
well hope for a miraculous Mercy. But a wiſe Man 
will not hang his Ecernal Happineſs upon ſuch Mi- 
racles: he will rather walk the ſafe way than truſt ro 
ſuch a jump, as muſt bring him from the Deepeſt 
Hate, to the Higheſt Love, and take irs Riſe from 
Fear, which puts at the greateſt diſtance from Love : 
Thole that do this, and fall ſhort into the bottomleſs 
Pit, may curſe God without End or Meaſure, but 
without Cauſe too, fince he was not wanting to 
chem in warning, wooing, and waiting ; but They 
were wanting to themſelves, in {lighting all his In- 
vitations to Happinels. 

What-ever hath been ſaid, is intended for a Dil- 
covery of that Ordinary, Regular Courle, which 
God hath revealed to be That wherein he will deal 
with all Mankind in general: How often or how 
far he will depart from it, in favour of any parti- 
cular Perſon, upon particular Conſiderations, is 
not for us to enquire, nor to judge any Man, con- 
cerning whom we can know but Little, and that 
the Worlt. 

Our Church hath taught us to hope well of eve- 
ry departed Brother , without excepting thole who 
to 
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to us appear leaſt capable of ic: and che Miniſter 
is to ablolye , de bene efſe, thoſe who profeſs Repen- 
tance though late , for Charity bopeth all things : We 
have known ſome fall from great heights without 
hurt, and when we lee a Man lo falling, we hope 
he allo will eſcape, But will nor upon ſuch 
hopes caſt our ſelves down a Precipice : Charity 
hopeth all things for our Brother, but it Feareth all 
things for our Selves: And it is a monſtrous kind 
of Self-loyve, which, by keeping us in Impeni- 
tence, expoleth us to ſuch a dreadful Gandelope of 
Dangers as we come now from diſcovering. We 
may not die in the Bed, which we appoint for 
the place of Repentance. If we die in our Bed, 
we may not believe it our Death-bed, and even 
then delay in hope of Recovery. If we know 


it to be our laſt Sickneſs, we may be thereby difſ- 


abled. from thinking of any thing bat the pre- 


ſent Pain. If it be a gentle Sickneſs, and we do. 


all. that, in ſuch Circumſtances, is poſſible, we 
are not ſure that God will accept us. All this 
is practical, and needeth no other Application, 
but to our Memories. 


AnNvd there we ſhall meet another ſuitable .Me- 
mento from the Wiſe Man, Eccleſ. xii. 1. Remem- 


ber now thy Creatour in the days of thy Youth, while 


the 
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the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh when 
thou ſhalt ſay, T have no pleaſure in them, This is 
another Caution. God will have no Pleaſure, 
where the Votary hatch none. He loveth a cheer- 
ful Giver of the Heart, as of the Alms. Nature hath 
caught all Mankind to worſhip him in a feſtival 
manner, in {ſo much as the chief Pontif for- 
bad a ſolemn annual Sacrifice, becauſe the peo- 
ple was in grief for their loſs at Came; and we 
have leſs reaſon to hope that God, who forbad 
his people to offer him any blemiſhed or lean Beaſt, 
ſhould be pleaſed with the worſt of our days, becauſe 
we wilfully offer the beſt to his Enemies. There- 
fore remember thy Creatour in the beſt of thy days, 
while thy Spirits are brisk and vigorous, while 
the Wine may pretend to the Character which Jo- 
tham gives, that it cheers God and man, before it be 
ſoured to Vinegar by a ſharp diſeaſe, or ſunk to 
Lees by the dulneſs of Age. | 

But the days of Youth are many, the Wile Man 
cherefore calls for Now, a point withour latitude, 
a ſhort point that paſſeth away before you can 


ſpeak the Syllable. 
Behold, Now is the time accepted, Now 'ts the day 


of Salvation. For, 
1. Now is the Preſent time, we have it in 
poſſeſſion ; but of ro morrow we have no cer- 
D 2 tainty : 
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rainty : and in a caſe of the higheſt import, the lureſt 
Courſe is the Beſt. | 

2- Now is a Feſtival day ; one of thoſe few Fe- 
ſtivals which our Charch hath thought worthy to 
be honoured with a Colle& which may out-live 
the next Sunday. | 

3. Itis the beginning of the New Year, and there- 
fore ſeaſonable for the beginning of a New Life. 
On this day the Romans (and (for ought I know) 
all civil Nations) uſed to ſend their New Years- 
Gifts to all thoſe whom they profeſled to Love 
and Honour, and this ſo conſtantly, that the Em- 
perors ({ome of them) required and exacted it as 
a Duty. 

Let us therefore preſent to God * the Strena 
which alone is worthy or capable of his accepe 
trance : A Circumciſed Heart, lively repreſenting his 
own Divine Nature, and the performances of his 
only Son our Lord, dead and buried to fin, but riſen 
to newneſs of life, the old man put off with the old 
Jear, and the new man put on with the new one. TT his, 
and only this New Years Gitc, will God accept, 
and what he Accepteth will not fail co Reward, 
He is not like the Roman Emperors now men- 
tioned, who ſo claimed a right to the Strene, or 
to reward the Payment . only with a Diſcharge. 
When Moſes his Child was Circumciled , the 
Lord. 
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Lord left him (faith the Text) but our Lord hath 
declared and promiſed, If a man love me, he will 
keep my words: and my Father will love bim, and 
we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
hun. 

What this 4bode in a Holy Soul importeth, we 
cannot reach, but may conjecture from what the 
Prophet Gith of their Meeting, ai. 64. 4. For 
mce the beginning of the world men have not heard nor 
perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye ſeen O God be- 
fi de thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth 
for him. Thou meeteſt him that rejoyceth and worketh 
righteouſneſs. This the Apoſtle ciceth, 1 Cor. 2. and 
in ver. 14. gives the reaſon. The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they-are ſooliſh- 
neſs unto him, neither can he hes them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſeerned. The eve x, the ſenſual 
Man, cannot ſayour ſpiritual Foys : He muſt firſt pur 
off the old man, which is a Circumciſion, Painful ro 
Nature, and therefore ſhunned by ir, but Necel- 
{ary to be undergone, and the ſooner the better: 
nor did eyer any one undergo it ſo early as not 
to repent that: he had not done it ſooner, even 
for this among other reaſons, becauſe he has loſt 
as many Days of ſupreme Pleaſure as he hath ſpent 
in impenitence: ſo that-in all that I have ſpoken con- 


cerning Dangers, I-have acted as one of thoſe Servants 
which 
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which were ſent out ro the Hedges and Hizh-ways, to 
compel men to 20 in to a Wedding-Feaſt ; whole Daidties 
exceed the boldeſt Wiſhes of the moſt Voluptuous : 
which is Another, a Better, a more Genuine, and 
Evangelical Motive againſt Delay, not now to be +1 
inſiſted on : nor ſhall I detain you longer than to 
call upon God, as the Church has taught us in the 
Colle& appointed for this Day. 


Almighty God, who madeſ# thy Bleſſed Son to be | 
circumciſed and obedient to the Law for Man ; 
grant us the true Circumciſion of the Spirit, that 1 
our Hearts and all our Members being muortified 2 
from all worldly and carnal Luſts, we may in all 
things obey thy bleſſed Will, through the ſame thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 


FINIS. 


Adveruſcment. 
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